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Just off the western shores of Cyprus, opposite the well-loved pilgrimage site of Agios
Georgic  tis-Peyias, rises the tiny island of Geronisos, a small gem with a rich history.! Its
name means “Holy Island” and, when the rising sun strikes it at dawn, the islet radiates of
gold as i1 Apollo had touched it with his chariot racing across the morning sky (Fig. 1). It
is not haid to understand why this place of extraordinary beauty has been long associated
with the divine. In listing the small islands of the Eastern Mediterranean, Pliny (Natural
Histories 5.129-131) speaks of the four Cleides “off the cape facing Syria” and two islands
toward Paphos, one named “Hiera”, or “Holy”, and the other named “Cepia.” Demastes of
Sigeum combined the two islands into one, which he called “Hierocepis.” He measured
the length of Cyprus from the Cleides islands at the south to “Hierocepis” in the north.
Strabo (Geographies 14.6.4), from whom we learn of Demastes’ calculations, cautioned that

Fig. 1. View of Geronisos from the north

1. This article is dedicated to the memory of Dinos Leventis and to those who loved him, especially Mema and Lousia,
with admiration and thanks for the support they have shown the Geronisos Island Excavations over many years of
friendship,
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Eratosthenes had corrected Demastes’ geography and had placed Hierocepis, not on the
north, but on the south of Cyprus. Strabo, in turn, corrected both authors and located
Hierocepis, instead, on the west of Cyprus “where are Paphos and Akamas.” It is clear that
Strabo and Pliny were attempting to identify the offshore islands of Cyprus that provided
an axis along which the length of the mainland could be measured. Since we know that
place names persist on Cyprus across the ages, the islet that the ancient authors called
“Holy™ is likely to be one and the same with our present day Geronisos. After all, it sits
just where Strabo put it, between Paphos and Akamas.?

The island was first excavated by Sophocles Hadjisavvas for the Department of
Antiquities in 1982 and, since 1990, by the author on behalf of New York University. To
date, Geronisos has revealed three major periods of occupation, each separated by long
vears of abandonment: the Chalcolithic, the Hellenistic and the Byzantine.3 The Early
Chalcolithic period (ca 3800 B.C.) saw a robust phase when intrepid visitors, possibly from
the nearby settlement at Lemba, navigated out and deposited ground stone tools, chipped
stone and ceramics, including Glossy Burnished Ware and early Red-on-White Ware.4
Remarkably, there is scarcely a trace of activity attested on Geronisos for the next 3700
years.

During the last years of the Hellenistic period, someone or some group of individuals
committed very substantial resources for a significant building program on the island. Pre-
cut ashlar blocks were brought some 280m. across the water from the mainland and then
carried 21m. up the steep cliffs to the building site. Landings were built on the north and
the south sides of the island in order to make for safe anchorage, anticipating changes in
wind and currents. Who had the resources required for such an ambitious undertaking and
what was the motivation for this extensive building program? Evidence points to the

2. The "Hierocepis” mentioned by the ancient authors should not be confused with modern Geroskipou, the inland set-
tlement to the east of Paphos. The authors are clearly trying to measure along an axis from off-shore island group to
off-shore island, that is, from the Cleides Islands at the northeast to Geronisos at the southwest. The identification of
Pliny's Cepia is unclear. It may be the rock formation to the south of Geronisos, just off the ancient harbor of Maniki

3. S Hadjisavvas, “An Archacological survey and Trial Excavations on the Small Island ‘Geronisos” off the Paphos Coast”
in V. Karageorghis, Report of the Director of Antiquities of Cyprus (1983), 39-40. 1 thank Dr. Hadjisavvas for his gen
erosity in facilitating our work on Geronisos in every way and for his invitation to participate in this conference. See
1B Connelly, “Excavations on Geronisos (1990-1997) First Report”, RDAC (2002), 245-68; |.B. Connelly, “Excavations
on Geronisos Island: Second Report, The Central South Complex”, RDAC (2005), 149-82; |.B. Connelly, “Geronisos:
Sanctuary of Apollo™, The Explorers Club Journal 74.1 (1996), 14-18; | B. Connelly and A.1. Wilson (with mortar analy-
sis by €. Dougherty), “Hellenistic and Byzantine Cisterns on Geronisos Island”, RDAC (2002), 269-92; ).B. Connelly
and J. Miynarczyk, “Terracotta Oil Lamps from Geronisos and their Contexts”, RDAC (2002), 293-316 |.B. Connelly,
“Twilight of the Prolemies: Egyptian presence on late Hellenistic Geronisos”™ in Egypr and Cyprus in Antiquity (forth
coming); J. Mbynarczyk, “Sailors and Artisans: The Egyptian Connection of Ceramic Finds from Geronisos™ in Egypr
and Cyprus in Antiquity (forthcoming)

I thank the 300 strong members of the “Friends of Geronisos" whose generous contributions have enabled us 1o exca-
vate, study and publish the work of the New York University Geronisos Island Excavations. We are particularly indebt-
ed 10 James Ottaway, Jr., Bill Murray, Carl S. Forsythe Il and the de Coizart Perpetual Charitable Trust, Salvatore S.
Ranieri, Judy and Michael Steinhardt, William R. Rhodes, Nicholas S. Zoullas, and the board of the Coca Cola Hellenic
Bottling Company. | thank the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation for generously supporting my work
during years of excavation and study. Socratis Mavrommatis has taken the photographs of the amulets shown here
Other photos are by Benjamin Fraker and ].B. Connelly. Fig. 1 is the work of John B. Watts 111

4. ] B Connelly and C McCartney, “The Chalcolithic Occupation of Geronisos Island”, RDAC 2004, 19-51
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administration of Cleopatra herself.

Construction was intense over a short number of years. Geronisos was clearly a single
use site, its structures built with a very specific purpose in mind. The site flourished dur-
ing a very narrow chronological span somewhere between 80/70 and 40/30 B..C. A short-
er time frame rather than a longer one is likely, and it is during the third quarter of the
first century that the island enjoyed its most active period of habitation. Of the 14 bronze
coins found so far on Geronisos, one dates to the reign of Ptolemy VIII Fuergetes 11 (170-
164/3 and sole reign 146/5-117/6 B.C.), and two belong to Ptolemy King of Cyprus (80-
50 B.C.). Nine coins belong to Cleopatra VII together with her son Caesarion (44-30 B.C)),
while an additional two coins belong to Cleopatra VII on her own (47-44 B.C.).5 Stamped
amphora handles, ceramics, glass bowls and lamps all rest happily within the time frame
established by this numismatic sequence. The material record from Geronisos is all the
more interesting because it falls precisely during the years for which we have so few pub-
lished sites for the Eastern Mediterranean. It presents a rare opportunity to understand bet-
ter the “lost years” in the archaeological record that span the period 80-30 B.C.

Measuring just 270m. in length and 100 to 60m. in width, Geronisos presented signif-
icant obstacles for the Hellenistic builders (Fig. 2). First, they had to deal with lack of
water, which had kept settlers off of the island since Chalcolithic times. In the absence of
natural springs, the builders had to dig a cistern for the collection of rainwater. Secondly,
they opened a quarry to supply materials for construction, including calcarenite stone for
wall foundations and clay marl for mortar and other building purposes. The quarry appears
today as a huge crater at the western end of the island (Fig. 3), measuring some 27.5m.
m diameter. No doubt, its original shape would have been narrower and deeper than what
appears at present. Ancient excavators were clearly after the very useful clay marl that
could have been used for mortar, mud brick and pisé, roof tiles and ceramics.

The key to successful construction on Geronisos rested upon very careful planning in
the use of space. The interior of the island was exploited for the digging of the quarry and
the sinking of the cistern, while the periphery of the island was reserved for the siting of
buildings. The cistern was built at the east, on the opposite end of thée island from the
quarry.© It has a carafe shape and measures 3.64m. in depth. lts floor is marked by a bowl-
shaped sump dug out to facilitate cleaning. Capacity is estimated at ca 10m3. Just to the
east of the cistern’s mouth stretches a large fan-shaped, concave impluvium to collect water
and direct it into the tank (Fig. 4). It is constructed from over one hundred roughly dressed
blocks, cut from calcarenite stone taken from the quarry. The blocks were laid in a rough-
ly semicircular formation and covered with water-proof mortar spread continuously across
their upper surfaces. The impluvium measures 13.2m. across its largest axis; its surface area
is approximately 70m2. Working from modern annual rainfall tables and World Health
Organization data for minimum water intake needed to sustain health, we have estimated

5 1 thank Dr Anne Destrooper-Georglades for identifying and studying the Geronisos coins which will be published in
a forthcoming article.

0. Connelly and Wilson 2002, 269-80, 1 thank Prof. Andrew Wilson of the Institute of Archacology and All Souls College,
Oxford University, for generously sharing with us every benefit of his expertise on ancient hydraulics.



Fig

JOAN BRETON CONNELLY

2. Aerial view of Geronisos {rom the south

3. Aerial view of Geronisos {rom the west
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that just under six people per year could have survived on this cistern’s intake.” It is like-
ly, however, that Geronisos saw only seasonal visitation and that some water was brought
from the mainland. Water collection from roofs certainly supplemented this supply. It is
also likely that other cisterns were built and are as yet undiscovered. Nonetheless, we are
clearly not dealing with a large number of inhabitants on the island over sustained peri-
ods of time. Instead, it seems that Geronisos had a few semi-permanent residents and a
number of visitors who came for stays of limited length.

It is on the westernmost tip of the island that the most ornately decorated structure
was built (Fig. 3). This is likely to represent the religious center of the island and preserves
what appears to be a temple-style building.8 Rising dramatically from the cliff edge, this
structure would have been brilliantly visible to those approaching by sea from the coast of
Lycia and Pamphilia, or from the island of Rhodes further to the west. Perched atop the
welcome landfall of Geronisos, the temple would have served as a beacon to sailing crews
longing for the first glimpse of the Cypriot coast. Very little of the building survives, as it
fell with the entire western extremity of the island into the sea. This collapse occurred
sometime before the sixth century A.D., most likely during the great earthquakes of the
fourth century.

The rectangular building rests on an east-west axis and preserves the foundations of its
eastern facade to a full original width of 9.5m. (Fig. 5). The side flanks are preserved for
only 3.5m. before they disappear off the western cliff. The surviving foundations measure
1.1m in width, that is roughly two Egyptian els, a unit of measure that is employed for
structures all across Geronisos. The ashlar blocks are placed in plaster setting beds upon
scraped-down bedrock. The use of plaster, both for the setting of walls and for the decor-
ation of superstructures, is widespread on Geronisos. In this, the island looks directly to
Hellenistic Alexandria where the use of plaster in architecture and sculpture was developed
into a high art.

This temple structure, identified as West Building, provides one of the few surviving
examples of free-standing public architecture of Hellenistic date on Cyprus. Limestone cor-
nice blocks with fine carved mouldings were brought over from the mainland, then plas-
tered and painted to resemble marble. During the 1994 season, we retrieved some 13 frag-
ments of limestone mouldings that had fallen down the western slope. These include a
large slab showing an egg-and-dart moulding as well as an engaged ionic column frag”
ment.9 The very northwest tip of the island, a splendid limestone lion’s head water spout
was recovered (Fig. 6).19 The head measures some 30cm. square and preserves traces of
white plaster. In its original state, added pigment would have enlivened the expressive
face. The carving shows sculptural virtuosity with highly plastic modeling that emphasizes
the arched brow, ferocious mouth, and bared teeth. The spirited, manneristic character of
the head is wholly in keeping with what we might expect for late Hellenistic sculptural
style. The shape of the spout is of particular interest as it clearly was made to fit onto the

7. Connelly and Wilson 2002, 287-89.

8. Connelly 2002, 264-66.

9. Fgg-and-dart moulding, 5tA.94.02, see Connelly 2002, 261, fig. 23; engaged ionic column fragment $t.A.94.03.
10. StA.94.01, see Connelly 2002, 261, fig. 24.
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Fig. 4. Aerial view of the Hellenistic cistern from the east.

Fig. 5. Aerial view of West Building from the west.
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corner of the building, showing a crisp right angle on its interior face. Large and impres-
sive roof tiles would have topped off the structure, again very rare for Hellenistic Cyprus,
where surviving evidence for tiled roofs is scarce.

The miserable state of the remains of West Building today hardly reflects its original
splendor. Surely it was-a building of great import. Its east-west axis, central doorway, and
elaborate decoration argue for its identification as a shrine or temple. In size, it would have
been roughly comparable to the temple of Aphrodite on Fabrika Hill in Nea Paphos.!! The
builders dug a foundation trench preserved along the building’s eastern facade. At the very
bottom of this trench, we recovered 17 joining fragments of a Cypriot Sigillata bowl.12 As
this fabric does not occur earlier than around 100 B.C., the construction of West Building
can be placed firmly within the first century.

The 1982 and 2004 excavations on Geronisos yielded several stone offering trays
including one with round holes, another with square compartments, and a third compris-
ing a single square unit.!3 These objects attest to ritual activity and provide evidence for
the island’s function as a sanctuary. So, too, do a number of inscribed pot sherds retrieved
from the island. Remarkably, Geronisos preserves for us the only Ptolemaic ostraka found
to date on all of Cyprus. These include one example painted in cursive ink script, but
impossible to read.14 The rest of the ostraka have incised letters. A large fragment of an
Eastern Sigillata A bowl preserves a four-line inscription carefully engraved in plain capital
letters on its interior surface.!> Each line consists of one syllable of three letters, a space,
and then the same two-letter word “EN” repeated in each line:

TPI EN
NOY EN
TPI EN
[TEN EN

The letters “EN” most likely mean “one”, in which case the preceding letters could refer
to objects or the names of individuals. This ostrakon seems to present a dedicatory list,
possibly of commodities to be offered to the divinity or, alternatively, the names of the
individuals who offered them.

Other inscribed sherds may hint at the nature of the worship and worshippers on
Geronisos. One fragment shows what is clearly a list of inscribed male naimes, including
Chariton, Thrasayes, Nikkon and Xaireas.!16 Another seems to preserve the writing exercis-
es of children. Could we have a sanctuary in which young male children were engaged in

1. G.RH. Wright, Ancient Building in Cyprus 1992, 263, fig. 123; J. Miynarczyk, “Remarks on the Temple of Aphrodite
Paphos in Nea Pafos”, RDAC (1985), 286-92.

12. P.94.01, see Connelly 2002, 261, fig. 20.

13. Round-holed tray found in southwest Complex by Hadjisavvas in 1982, see Connelly 2002, 256-63; square-compart-
mented tray found in West Building by Hadjisavvas, see Connelly 2002, 264-66; offering tray of single square unit
St.04.04, see Connelly 2005, 170-71, fig. 35.

14, Geronisos 82/18. 1 thank Prof. Roger Bagnall of New York University for studying the Geronisos ostraka. His full pub-
lication of this material will appear in a future RDAC.

15. Geronisos 0.92.03, Connelly 2002, 312, fig. 23. 1 thank Roger Bagnall for his reading of this inscription. Connelly
2005, 169.

16. Yer. 82/16. As read by Roger Bagnall.
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Fig. 6. Lion’s head water spout (StA.94.01).

Fig. 7. Limestone tablet (1.92.01). Fig. 8. Ostrakon (0.94.01).
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some form of elementary education? A further discovery might attest to children’s count-
ing exercises. A_small limestone tablet found in the Central South Complex is inscribed
with the words “TPIT TETPA IIEMIITH.”'7 The first and third lines of the inscription
appear to give the Greek ordinal numerals for “third”and “fifth.” However, the second line
does not give an ordinal adjective but instead what may be an adverb. From this same
area, an additional fragment of a stone plaque (Fig. 7) was retrieved, preserving the word
‘ENNEA”, the Greek cardinal for “nine.” So similar in size and appearance is this fragment
to the first that it probably served as a companion piece. We cannot know for what pur-
pose this counting list was used; holes drilled to the left of the words may have accom-
modated markers. Could young boys have been taught to count their numbers and to write
Greek letters during their residence on Geronisos?

Of great interest is a fragment of a transport amphora that shows incised letters spelling
the word “APOLLQ).” The final letter, omega, is raised above line level to indicate an
abbreviation (Fig. 8).18 One could resolve the abbreviation as a form of the name of the
god Apollo which would conveniently give us the name of the divinity worshipped on
Geronisos. But it is also possible to resolve the letters as a proper name, like Apollonios.19
We must refrain from using this inscription as conclusive evidence for the Apollo cult on
Geronisos, though it is certainly tempting. Apollo and Aphrodite are the two primary
divinities worshipped on Cyprus and, in the absence of evidence for the Aphrodite cult on
Geronisos, it is reasonable to look to Apollo as the best candidate for local worship.

With the temple at the west and the cistern at the east, the great expanse of the cen-
teal section of the island was reserved for the domestic quarter (Fig. 9). The largest con-
tinuous area excavated thus far on Geronisos, it stretches along the southern edge of the
island and measures some 20m. in length and 15m. across. Designated as the Central South
Complex it comprises a series of small rooms with low stone benches or podia, courtyards,
and verandas.? This entire complex was rich with objects, including small cooking pots
and casseroles, cups, juglets, small stone and terracotta rollers, amulets, and a pair of dice.

A large number of fragments of local color-coated ware lagynoi and juglets were recov-
ered from this area. Jolanta Mtynarczyk has identified an important link between these lag-
ynoi and those made of the fabric known as Cypriot sigillata.2! The similarities of the
wares, together with a great overlap in shapes, argue strongly for a western Cypriot origin
for Cypriot sigillata. Geronisos has yielded an impressive repertory of shapes for Cypriot
sigillata ware, including many types of bowls and cups, lagynoi, and juglets. Among the
most remarkable pieces is the mastos cup (Fig. 10), mended from some 19 joining frag-

17

192,01, Connelly and Miynarczyk 2002, 300. T thank Roger Bagnall for his reading of this inscription.

18. 0.94.01, Connelly and Mtynarczyk 2002, 305.

19. As pointed out by Roger Bagnall.

20. Connelly 2005, 149-82; Connelly and Mtynarczyk 2002, 299-308; Connelly and Plantzos 20006.

21, I thank Dr. Jolanta Miynarczyk of the University of Warsaw for her invaluable contribution to the Geronisos Island
Excavations. She is now preparing a comprehensive study of the Geronisos ceramics. See J. Miynarczyk, “The ‘Pink
Powdery Ware’ at Yeronisos: A local West Cypriot ware of the late Hellenistic Period”, Centre d’archéologie
Mediterranéene de I'’Academie Polonaise des Sciences, Etudes et Travaux 20 (2005), 128-49; Connelly 2003, 166-68.
See ftorthcoming work by Miynarczyk, “Sailors and Artisans: The Egyptian Connection of Ceramic Finds from
Geronisos”, Egypt and Cyprus in Antiquity. For Cypriort Sigillata, see J. Hayes, “Sigillata Cipriota” in EAA, Atlante delle
forme ceramiche 11 (Rome 1985), 79-91.
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Fig. 9. Aerial view of Central South Complex, from north.

Fig. 11. Early Roman
Fig. 10. Cypriot Sigillata mastos beaker with dot-festooned bar-
cup (P.93.11). botine decoration (P.94.25).
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ments that preserve a continuous profile.22 This is the only extant example for the type
known at present. The shape’s prototype previously relied upon an artificial restoration
based on a non-joining rim and base fragment from the House of Dionysos at Nea Paphos,
dated by John Hayes to the first century B.C.23 Geronisos preserves an invaluable, closely-
dated ceramic sequence, one that reflects a very narrow time frame. It has also provided
a broad repertory of shapes and fabrics that has enabled us to better understand the nature
of local production. Roman wares are not much in evidence on the island. However, an
early Roman thin-walled beaker, showing dot-festooned barbotine decoration, is a rare sur-
vivor, providing a complete profile (Fig. 11).24 The type dates not later than ca 50 B.C.

The drinking cups discussed above stand out from the larger Geronisos sequence. The
vast majority of vessels found on the island are hemispherical and footed bowls, many of
Eastern Sigillata A fabric and most of local wares, both color coated and plain. The bowls
are noteworthy for their small size, many with diameters of just 10cm. Could this suggest
that those who drank from them were small, as well, perhaps children? The ceramic reper-
tory is augmented by a surprisingly large numbers of cast glass drinking bowls which argue
for upscale dining activity on Geronisos. These vessels show profiles consistent with the
widely dispersed conical and hemispherical bowls that were used throughout the Eastern
Mediterrancan and Italy during the late second and early first centuries B.C.25 What went
into these bowls is open for discussion. The number of transport amphorae found thus far
is relatively small in relation to the large number of cups and bowls. This may suggest that
wine was not the primary liquid consumed. Noteworthy is the large number of spouted
strainers and bowls transformed into strainers through piercing with holes, possible evi-
dence for infusion drinks. It seems that liquid or strained foods dominated the diet on
Geronisos, a fact that, again, may indicate the presence of children on the island.

The strongest pointer to the centrality of young boys in cult activity on Geronisos is
provided by a series of 15 small limestone amulets, unique to the site. These are pyrami-
dal, rectangular, and conical in shape; most of them are pierced for suspension and meant
to be worn around the neck (Figs 12, 15-19).26 Thirteen amulets show inscribed decora-
tion on the bottom, while five are decorated on the sides as well. One amulet shows a
motif that resembles that of a dic on one of its long sides, as well on ity bottom, while
two of its long sides show simple engraved panels, and one shows an anchor motif (Fig,
12).27 The fact that two amulets are unfinished argues for the manufacture of the objects

22, PO3.11, Connelly 2002, 201-62.

23 Base fragment, O 5254, rim fragment uncatalogued, ] W. Hayes, Paphos 1l 1991, 41, fig. 18.15 (1-2); Hayes 1985,

83, tav. XIX, 0.

P. 94.25.

These cast glass bowls are generally believed to have originated along the Syro-Palestine Coast. We are grateful 1o

Dr David Grose of the University of Massachusetts at Amherst for his study of the Geronisos glass finds as well as

for his collegiality and friendship. His untimely death has left the Geronisos team with a deeply heartfelt loss.

20 1 am indebted to Prof. Dimitris Plantzos for his extraordinary contribution in studying the Geronisos amulets. See
Connelly and Plantzos, "Stamp-Seals from Geronisos and their Contexts”, RDAC (2000), 263-93

27 A94.02, Connelly 2002, 201, fig. 21, This same anchor motif can be seen on amphora stamps found at Nea Paphos
and Salamis, dating to after 86 B.C. See Zolia Sztetytto, Nea Paphos 1, Les Timbres Ceramiques, 1965-1973, 1976,
358, Inv. No. 250/E. For Salamis example, see Y. Calvet, Salamine de Chypre 111: Les timbres amphoriques (19605
1970) (Paris 1972), 05, no. 135

[
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on Geronisos itself. They may well have served as sacred charms, worn to commemorate
the unique experience of worship on Holy Island.

The Geronisos amulets closely resemble the pendants depicted on limestone and ter-
racotta statues of so-called “temple boys”, dedicated in Cypriot sanctuaries from the
Classical through Hellenistic periods (Fig. 13).28 These statues show boys wearing pyrami-
dal and rectangular amulets together with other charms, including bevel rings and pierced
disks, suspended from strings hung diagonally across their chests.2? Geronisos has yielded
a similar variety of pendants, including small pierced terracotta disks, a “ring” made from
a re-used cup handle, a frog made of carnelian, and a black steatite scarab, perforated
lengthways for suspension.3® This scarab is of Egyptian origin and shows an image of the
lioness-goddess Sekhmet, enthroned and holding a papyrus scepter (Fig. 14).3! Sekhmet
was associated with war, magic, medicine, and motherhood, and amulets with her image
were often offered as good-luck charms.?2 Pendants found on Geronisos may have been
strung together with the limestone amulets and hung from strings around the necks of lit-
tle boys who came to worship.

Some few statues of “temple boys” have been discovered in sanctuaries of Aphrodite-
Kourotrophos but the great majority have been found at shrines sacred to Apollo, as rep-
resented by the large sequence unearthed at Kourion.33 These images are no longer regard-
ed as representations of boys who performed cult service for the divinity. Rather, they are

Fig. 12, Amulet Fig. 13, Terracotta temple boy, 2 Fig. 14. Steatite
with anchor (A.94.02). New York, Metropolitan Muscum of scarab  with Sekhmer
Art (74.51.1449), (51.96.44).

28, New York, Metropolitan Museum of Art 74.51.1449, terracotta, said to be from the sanctuary of Apollo Hylates at
Kourion; V. Karageorghis ot al,, Ancient Art from Cyprus in the Metropolitan Museum 2000, 268, fig. 432 and C. Beer,
Temple-Boys: A Stucly of Cypriote Votive Sculpture, Part 1. Catalogue, SIMA 113 1994, 55, cat. no. 187, pls 92, 93a
and b.

29, Other examples of temple boys wearing the long pyramidal and rectangular seals can be seen in Beer (1994), cat.
no. 175, pl. 177, London, Brinsh Museum C 164, sanctuary ol Reshef-Mikal-Apollo-Amyklos excavated by R. Hamilton
Lang in 18068, Appendix B, no. 2, pl. 201, Istanbul Archaeological Museums 3322, unknown provenience; Appendix
B, no. 4, pl. 202, Paris, Musee du Louvre, AM 3004, Golgoi. For discussion of seal type see A. Reves, The Stamp-
Seals of Ancient Cvprus 2001, 33

30, Frog Carn96.01. Connelly and Wilson 2002, 274, figs 12-13, 284 85, Connelly and Plantzos 20006, 270

31, Scarab S1.96.44. Connelly 2005, 164, tig. 23; Connelly and Plantzos 20006, 268, 275

32. I thank Dimitris Plantzos for his identification of the scarab.

33, Beer 1994, cat. no. 213, pl. 45, cat, no. 238, pl. 153, from Kourion; cat. no. 198, pl. 154, from Kourion; cat. no. 195,
pl. 155, from Kourion; cat. no. 196, pl. 104, [rom Kourion; cat. no, 243, pl. 160, from Kourion; cat. no. 168, pl. 49
cat. no. 194, pl. 176, from Kourion; cat, no. 175, pl. 177, from sanctuary of “Reshef Mikal-Apollo-Amyklos™ excavat
ed by R Hamilton Lang; cat. no. 219, pl. 179, from Golgoi; Appendix B, No. 2, pl. 202; Appendix B, No. 4, pl. 202,
from Golgoi. Beer 1994, For statues from sanctuaries of Aphrodite-Kourotrophos, see Beer 1994, 15, 28, 38, 39, 41,
At Idalion (cat. 110-113, 116, 123) and at Chytroi (cat. 66). One example has been excavated from the temple of
Aphrodite-Astarte at Tamassos (cat. 117). Temple boys have also been found at the sanctuaries of Apollo at Vouni,
Potamia, Lefkonico, Golgoi and Athienou.
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seen as votive statues, dedicated by families to commemorate rites of passage celebrated
by their children within the sanctuaries.34 For toddler boys, this would mark the all-impor-
tant weaning from the mother, when the boy would move from the women's quarters of
the house into the men’s quarters, the andron. The fact that this weaning took place around
the age of three is supported by an unpublished papyrus from Berenike in Egypt in which
a woman reproaches her son for not writing, saying that after she bore him for 10 months
and nursed him for three years he should at least write her a letter.3> Departure from the
women'’s quarters, the gynaikon, was a major event in a young boy's life. Now he would
come under the tutelage of a pedagogue and formally join the male members of the house-
hold. The statues regularly show the little boys lifting up their tunics to display their gen

itals, explicitly demonstrating that they are now part of the male community. The lime-
stone pendants found on Geronisos thus give us our most direct evidence for a cultic func

tion for the island, one which seems to point specifically to Apollo who looked after boys
during their transitional moment. When this material is viewed together with the Apollo
inscription discussed above, it does seems likely that devotion on Geronisos was directed
to Apollo, a god who was born on another small island, that of Delos in the central Aegean.

The Geronisos amulets are decorated with motifs drawn from the age old Cypriot
repertory as well as from the Egyptian tradition. We find the Cypriot tree-of-life and lyre
motifs, the pinwheel decoration, and a quadruped, probably representing a dog.3¢ So too,
we find the Ptolemaic eagle (Fig. 15), the Isis crown (Fig. 19), and a portrait of a corpu-
lent Prolemaic ruler (Fig. 20).37 Sometimes, designs from the two traditions are combined
on a single amulet. One unpierced example shows the unmistakable Cypriot bird (Fig. 16)
on one side, while the opposite side displays a star pattern similar to the Cypriot syllabic
sign for the letter alpha (Fig. 17).38 If this in fact represents a syllabic character, it provides
us with one of the very latest appearances of the Cypriot syllabic script. By the first cen-
tury B.C., such signs probably served a talismanic or magical function, much like the die
motif discussed above. A third side of this same amulet presents an intriguing portrait of
avery late Prolemy wearing the double crown (pschent) of the Egyptian Pharaoh (Fig. 18).
The diminutive face with small, pointy nose suggests that we have an image of one of the
latest Prolemies, perhaps one of Cleopatra’s brothers, Prolemy XIII or X1V, even her son
by Julius Caesar, Ptolemy XV Caesar (Caesarion).3? )

Parallels for this likeness can be found among the clay seal impressions from Edfu in
Egypt, some 700 of which were discovered in 1905.90 In the forecourt of the temple of

34 See R Latfineur, A propos des ‘temple boys™ in F. Vandenabeele and R. Laffineur (eds) Cypriote Stone Sculpture:
Proceedings of the Second International Conference of Cypriote Stuclies, 1997, 141-48 and ).B. Connelly, Votive
Sculprure of Hellenistic Cyprus 1988, 3-5.

35 Lihank Roger Bagnall for alerting me to this text.

300 Tree of lite and lyre, A93.01, Connelly 2002, 312, fig. 20; Pinwheel, A.93.02; Dog, A.92.01 and A.05.03. Connelly
and Plantzos 2000, 266, 277.

37 Prolemaic eagle, A94.01; Isis crown, A.93.00; Prolemaic ruler A 93.07. See Connelly and Plantzos 2000, 265, 273

3B A9201 A05.03 also shows star patterns that may represent the syllabic character. Connelly and Plantzos 2000, 267,
209, 278

39 thank Prof. Plantzos, who is publishing the Edfu sealings for this suggestion,

400 The hoard was therealter divided between the Royal Ontario Musem in Toronto and the Allard Pierson Museum in
\msterdam. See MAA. Murray, “Prolemaic Clay Sealings”, ZA 44 (1907), 62-70 and J.G. Milne, “Ptolemaic Seal
Impressions”, JHS 36 (1916), 87-101. D. Plantzos, “Female Portrait Types from the Edfu hoard of Clay Seal-
Impressions” in M.-F. Boussac and A Invernizz (eds), Archives et sceaux du monde hellenistic, BCH Supplement 29,
1996, 307-13. For parallels to the Geronisos portrait with double crown, see Plantzos 1990, pl. 49.8 and 50.13, and
Connelly and Plantzos 2000, fig. 27, ROM inv. no. 9006.12,122
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Fig. 15. Amulet with
Prolemaic eagle (A.94.01).

JOAN BRETON CONNELLY

Fig. 16. Amulet with
Cypriot bird (A.92.01).

Fig. 17. Amulet with
Cypriot syllabic sign/star

(A.92.01).

Fig. 18. Amulet with Fig. 19. Amulet with Fig. 20. Amuler with
male  portrait  wearing Isis crown (A.93.00), diademed ruler (A.93.07).
double crown of Pharaoh
(A.92.01).

Horus at Edfu stood the “house of birth”, the mammisi, a special building in which the
mystery of Horus’ divine birth was celebrated at the end of each Egyprian spring.4! The
entrance to the temple of Horus was flanked by two giant statues of falcons shown pro-
tecting the young Caesarion.4? The association is clear: the dead Julius Caesar is Osiris, his
son Caesarion is Horus, the pharoah reborn, and Cleopatra is none other than the great
mother, Isis.

Indeed, Cleopatra took on the persona of Isis upon the birth of Caesarion in 47 B.C.
It is in this year that her coins first show the epithet and headdress of the goddess. An
amulet found on Geronisos shows this very crown: a sundisk is flanked by two small horns
and plumes rising to either side (Fig. 19).43 This design also finds parallels among the clay
sealings found at Edfu.% Indeed, the correspondence between the Geronisos amulets and
the seal impressions from Edfu is siriking. A further match can be made with a Geronisos
seal showing the image of a corpulent, diademed late Ptolemaic ruler (Fig. 20).45 This
could represent Prolemy VI Physkon, or one of his sons who, apparently, looked very
much like him: Prolemy IX Soter Il (nicknamed Lathyros) or Ptolemy X Alexandros 1.
Whatever the case, the link between Edfu and Geronisos is central to our understanding
of this remarkable island sanctuary and its association with the tradition of Egyptian birth
temples.

41, ]-C. Goyon, “Prolemaic Egypt: Priests and the Traditional Religion” in Cleopatra’s Egypt: Age of the Prtolemies,
Brooklyn Museum 1989, 33

42, GW. Goudchaux, “Cleopatra’s Subtle Religious Strategy” in S. Walker and P, Higgs (eds), Cleopatra of Egypt: From
Myth to History, 2001, 138-39, fig. 3.3.

43, A93.00, Connelly 2002, 312, fig. 21; Connelly and Plantzos 20006, 265, 275.
44, APM inv. no. 8177-128; Connelly and Plantzos 2000, fig. 34
45, Geronisos A.93.07 finds a close parallel in ROM inv. no. 900.12.86, as pointed out by Prol. Plantzos. See Connelly

and Plantzos 2000, fig. 20.
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Cyprus is well known for the longevity and continuity of its traditional cults. The
Prolemies of Egypt are equally well known for their policy of respect and promotion of
indigenous religious practices.® Under the rule of Cleopatra VII, a small and elegant sanc-
tuary was introduced on Geronisos where the old Cypriot tradition of placing boys under
the care of Apollo may have merged with Ptolemaic cult interests. Further excavation is
necessary for us to understand better how this tantalizing evidence fits into the larger pic-
ture. For now, we can look to the complex of small rooms with low stone benches, the
assemblage of small bowls, jugs and strainers, the inscribed ostraka that record boys’ names
and writing exercises and, above all, to the small limestone amulets. This material points
to the presence of young male children who may have lived in the sanctuary for a brief
period marking the transition of weaning from their mothers. Can the foundation of this
sanctuary be linked to the birth of one very special boy, Caesarion himself? Cleopatra is
known to have erected temples in Egypt celebrating the birth of her son, including the
grand mammisi that once stood at Hermanthis.47 We cannot know if the establishment of
the sanctuary at Geronisos was motivated by this same event, though we cannot deny the
very special relationship of our shrine to the very last of the Prolemies, mother and child.

The sun was to set swiftly on Geronisos. The end of Ptolemaic rule came abruptly fol-
lowing the defeat of Antony and Cleopatra at the battle of Actium and the deaths of
Cleopatra and Caesarion in 30 B.C. Interest in the island sanctuary and the resources need-
ed to maintain it seem to have dried up. A devastating earthquake in 17 B.C. toppled its

buildings and, with them, the most vibrant period of activity Geronisos has known, before
or since,

40, Wright 1992, 5306.

47 Sadly destroyed in 1801, but recorded in photos by Francis Firth, 1857. See Goudchaux 2001, 116.

8. kecorded by Dio Cassius 54.23.7 (late 3* cent. A.D.) and Eusebius, Hieron. Chronicon 166¢. See 1. Guidoboni er al.,
Catalogue of ancient earthquakes in the Mediterranean area up to the 10th Century, Insituto Nazionale di Geolisica
1994, 177-78
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[ITOAEMAIKO HAIOBAXIAEMA: TEAETEEX MYHXHE ATOPION
ZTH TEPONHZO THX YEZTEPHZ EAAHNIZTIKHZ ITEPIOAOY

(ITepiAnypn)

To vnot mou ovopdderatr I'epdvnoog Bpioketat otig dutikég OxOeg tng Kompou, kat
npocipépet Sedeaotika otolyeia yia tn Staotavpwon Kumplakoy Kat Atyurimtiakov Guvi-
Bewdv katd ta tedevtaia émn tng TMroAepaikng neptddou. Kartdhouma and éva kataypuylo
(@6uro vaov) mou Srabétet péxpt Kat SLEUKOAUVGELG YA TOUG IPOCKUVNTEG, XOPOUS Yla
MPOETOLIaoia Kal Katavalwon payntov, pia otépva yua vepd kat éva Ktipto oe pubpoig
[wvikou vaou, divouv otoiyeia yla tov mlouto o6& onpavtikoug mopoug mou Katevduvon-
Kav Mpog TO VRGAKL Kata to péoo tou 19V aidva n.X. Ed®, n malatd Kunprakn napadoon
tou va tibevrat pkpd ayodpla vnd v npootacia tou AndAAwva wpaivetat va éxet opifet
pe TMrodepaika Aatpikd orowyeia. Eva cuykpotnpa and pikpa dwpdtia, pe YapnAa nérpiva
naykdakia, pra cuAdoyn amod kepapikd kormeAla, kavateg kat Sinbntipeg, 06Tpaka pe Kata-
ypappéva avopika ovopata kat aoknoelg EAANVIKAG ypapng, Kakoptiaypéva Auyvapla pe
daktuliég and pkpd nadrd kabog kar pla povadikn celpd arnd acBeotoABuka pudakta
KATabUKVEIOUY TNV Mapoucia HIKPOV ayoplody 6TO VOOAKL.

Ta pulaxtd tng 'epoviacou potaouv pe KPepactd KOGPAPATA GKAAGPEVA EMAVED GE
ayaApata and aoBeotdéAtbo veapdv ayopiov and aplepopata og Kunpakd aduta katd tn
oudpketa and v KAaowkn péxpt xat tnv EAAnviotuxn nepiodo, dwitepa 6e epa tou
AnoNwva. Ta aydApara Seiyvouv ayodpla GKUPTA MoU PopouV PUAAKTAE Ta oroia Kpépo-
viat and KAwoTég Kat méptouy dtaywvia endve ota 6tbn toug. Tlapdpola pulaktd aret-
koviCovtal oe {wypaplég ayoplov €Mnave Ge PLKPOCKOIKEG Kavateg artd v Adnva tng
KAaoikng neptodou. Ta pudaktd and t Fepdévnoo eivar Stakoopnpéva pe Kunprakd kabaog
Kat Atyunitiaka oxéda, 6waitepa moptpaita Bacthéwy kat v kopova tg Oedg Toibog, n
onoia napaddéwg etvar nmavopordtunn pe avti mou Bpiokerar oe oyppayideg otnv Edypou
g Atyontou. To edv n iSpuon 1ou 1epol otn lepdvnoo propetl va eivat ouvdedepévn pe
™y yévvnon evog oAU onpavtikol ayoptov, tou ITtodepaiou Katcapiwva I dev éyet
akopn e€akpiBwbei. Autd 1o oroio eivat, opwg, BéBalo gival 1o 61t katd ™ BactAeia Tng
K\eondatpag Z° tng Awytmrtou, to aduto tng I'epoviicou dkpalk.





